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The Center for Uni ted States-People 's Republ ic of China Ar ts

Exchange at Columbia University's School of the Arts has scheduled the

fi rs t v i s i t t o modem Ch ina by a b road ly rep resen ta t i ve g roup o f

A m e r i c a n a r t i s t s a n d l e a d e r s i n t h e a r t s .

Thir ty-six American dancers, costume designers, conqposers,

choreographers, producers, educators and others representing various

branches of the arts wi l l leave l- Ionday (March 5) on a 16-day visi t

designed to open channels of professional communicat ion wi th thei r

coun te rpa r ts i n Ch ina .

T h e C e n t e r w a s c r e a t e d a t C o l i i m b i a i n O c t o b e r t o s e r v e a s t h e

central agency in this coxmtry for the exchange of people and

mate r i a l s i n t he fie lds o f mus i c , t he pe r fo rm ing a r t s and the v i sua l

a r ts . The Cent ra l Ins t i tu te o f Mus ic in Pek ing serves the same

f u n c t i o n i n C h i n a ,

Wel l -known Amer ican ar t is ts scheduled to make the t r ip inc lude:

Michael Bennet t , the d i rector, co-producer and choreographer o f "A

Chorus L ine" ; Rober t Brann igan, theater des ign consu l tant fo r
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Llncoln Center; Bernard Jacobs, president of the Shubert Organization;

Anna Sokolow, the dancer and choreographer; Ben Stevenson, artistic

director of the Houston Ballet, and Louise Svendsen, senior curator

of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum.

Chou Wen-Chijng, professor of music at the School of the Arts and

director of the Center, and Martin Segal, chairman of the Mayor's

Planning Commit tee for the New York Internat ional Celebrat ion of the

Arts, wil l be the group's co-leaders.

In commenting on the tr ip, Professor Chou described It as an

"loqportant step forward" In opening up full professional exchanges

I n t h e a r t s .

"This trip Is particularly timely," he said, "not only because It

is the first organized by the Center, but also because it marks the

first time that a representative group In the arts has been sent to

China s ince d ip lomat ic re la t ions have been normal ized."

Tour part icipants wil l visi t art inst i tutes and meet and carry

out discussions of mutual interest with artists in Peking, Nanking,

Soochow £uiid Shanghai before leaving China by way of Kwangchow on

M a r c h 2 3 .

Schuyler 6. Chapln, dean of the School of the Arts, said: "The

oppo r tun i t y t o he lp t he Ch inese i n t e rms o f t he i r a r t i s t i c

organizat ions that have been for so long cut off f rom the West is

\mique and \musual. We are pleased beyond measure that the Chinese

have entrusted this important task to our Center."

Dean Chapln also noted that Professor Chou had met with the

highest officials of the Chinese Ministry of Culture while on a visit

- m o r e -



to Peking last month to negot iate fur ther procedures for the exchange

o f b o t h p e o p l e a n d m a t e r i a l s .

Those meetings have led to a number of important new developments

in the program, inc lud ing pre l iminary p lans to es tab l ish a two-phased

p r o g r a m t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e p l a c e m e n t o f a d v a n c e d C h i n e s e s t u d e n t s a t

A m e r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d t o a s s i s t t h e C h i n e s e M i n i s t r y o f C u l t u r e

in p lanning educat ional programs,

On h is current v is i t , Professor Chou said he expects to negot ia te

further with the Chinese on this program and on another to set up

both short- and long-term exchange vis i ts between art teachers and

a c c o m p l i s h e d p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n t h e a r t s .

He also said that his discussions in Peking have led to the

estab l ishment o f a new "Spec ia l Pro jec ts" program that w i l l a l low

p r o m i n e n t A m e r i c a n a r t i s t s t o c o n d u c t p r o f e s s i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s i n

China , se t t i ng the g roundwork fo r es tab l i sh ing ma jo r j o in t p ro jec ts

i n t h e a r t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s .

Professor Chou said that one of the major outcomes of his last

visit had been the desire expressed by the Chinese to "expand the

Center 's exchange programs to inc lude the fields of fi lm and drama."

In i t i a l l y, the p rogram had been des igned to fac i l i ta te exchanges

o n l y i n t h e fi e l d s o f m u s i c , t h e p e r f o r m i n g a r t s a n d t h e v i s u a l a r t s .
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