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Chi ld dancers o f f fo r New York
by Dai Jiaxiang

Sun Guangyan, 51-year-old
associate professor of Chinese
d a n c e s a t t h e B e i j i n g L , n c e

A c a d e m y, w i l l fl y t o N e w Yo r k
tomorrow together with 56 Chinese
children to participate in the dance
d r a m a C h i n a a s t h e f e a t u r e o f t h e

annual presentation Event of the
Ye a r .

The dance extravaganza, to be

h e l d i n t h e F e l t F o r u m o f M a d i s o n

Square Garden in New York on
May 31 and June 1-2, is part of a
cultural exchange programme in

volving the National Dance In
s t i t u t e ( N D I ) o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s

a n d t h e C h i n a A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e

A d v a n c e m e n t o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Friendship in China and the Centre
for Sino-US Arts Exchange in the

S t a t e s .

A s t h e a r t - d i r e c t o r o f t h i s

56-ch i ld per forming t roupe, Sun

has worked for the past eight mon

ths, choreographing the dance and
training the children chosen from
all the children's palaces in Beijing.

All are aged about 10.

N o w , a f t e r a l l t h e i r h a r d w o r k ,

she and her fledgbngs are prepared

to join the large-scale performance
held in New York City every year

a n d s p o n s o r e d b y J a c q u e s

d'Amboise, former principle dancer
of the New York City Ballet, and

h i s N a t i o n a l D a n c e I n s t i t u t e . I n

c e l e b r a t i o n o f T h e E v e n t ' s t e n t h

anniversary this year, China has
been chosen as the theme.

T h e d a n c e d r a m a C h i n a w i l l l a s t

a b o u t h a l f a n h o u r a n d w i l l i n c l u d e

2,000 American youngsters as well
as the young visitors from Beijing.

In the dance, after an expedition

t h r o u g h t h e e a r t h ' s c o r e , t h e
American youngsters will arrive in

the Middle Kingdom, represented

on stage by a terracotta army in

papier-mache, and by the joyous,

w e l c o m i n g g r o u p o f C h i n e s e
c h i l d r e n d r e s s e d i n c o s t u m e s o f

C h i n a ' s d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s . T h e

show will culminate with a song
H e l l o ! a n d t h r e e d a n c e s e n t i t l e d

W e l c o m e , P a n d a , a n d L o v e l y
F l o w e r e t t e s .

"The show is sure to be a success

because of its strong Chinese na

t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r , " s a i d P r o f e s s o r

S u n i n a n i n t e r v i e w.

A s a m e m b e r o f t h e C h i n e s e

D a n c e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n a n d c o u n c i l

m e m b e r o f B e i j i n g C h i n e s e

D a n c e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , S u n h a s

taught Chinese dances at the Beij

ing Dance Academy for 32 years.

Anyone famibar wi th her work
w o u l d fi n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o b e l i e v e

t h a t s h e w o u l d l o v e t o t e a c h

children. Twice a week, however,
she goes to the Children's Centre

near Jingshan Park to teach the

c h i l d r e n , i s i n g h e r Te x t b o o k o f
Dances for Chinese Children.

" S o f a r , t h e r e a r e n o w r i t t e n i n

structions in China for teaching
d a n c e s t o c h i l d r e n . A n d s m a l l

c h i l d r e n l a c k c h a n c e s t o d a n c e . 1

wish to do my bit of pioneering

w o r k , " S u n s a i d .

"To write dancing materials for

chi ldren as wel l as to teach them to

dance is just a way to fulfil my

dream of letting children dance."

Sun is ambitious. To carry out

her vision of making the arts ac

c e s s i b l e t o a d u l t s , s h e s a i d i t i s

necessary to reach the chi ldren
first, especial ly those who might

not otherwise have the opportunity
to dance. She is now directing her

energy toward spreading to other?
her knowledge of and enthusias'
fo r dance.

At ;he agr of 51, Sun looks back

on a ureer that made her one of the

b e s t k n o w n c h o r e o g r a p h e r s i n

C h i n a .

At the age of 15 she joined the

Central Song and Dance Ensemble.

She had been instructed by the
n o t e d d a n c e r D a i A i l i a n a n d l e a r n

e d C h i n e s e c l a s s i c a l d a n c e

m o v e m e n t s f r o m P e k i n g o p e r a

stars Ouyang Yuqian and Han

Sichang. She became a teacher at
the Beijing Dance Academy when
i t was founded in 1954 .

She specializes in classical
Chinese dance, which has borrowed

many dance movements and perfor
ming techn iques f r om c lass i ca l
drama as wel l . Her product ions

h a v e r e c e i v e d e n t h u s i a s t i c

r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e p u b l i c . T h e
dance-drama Wencheng Princess,
o f w h i c h s h e i s o n e o f t h e

choreographers and producers, won
t h e D i s t i n c t i o n P r i z e f r o m t h e

Ministry of Culture in 1983.

As one of the originators of train

ing methods for Chinese dances,
s h e h a s b e e n i n v i t e d t o d a n c e a n d

t e a c h a b r o a d s e v e r a l t i m e s . B e t

ween 1957 and 1959, she taught

dance in S r i Lanka . I t was the fi rs t

time that a Chinese dancing in
s t ruc to r wen t t o S r i Lanka to t each

C h i n e s e c l a s s i c a l d a n c e a n d s h e

gave performance in Colombo.

Af ter the "cu l tura l revolut ion,"

in which she was persecuted and
sent to Shi j iazhuang, Hebei Pro

vince, Sun became the dean of the

Depar tment o f Ch inese Dances.
Life grew even busier. In 1980, as

head of the Chinese delegation to
the Hong Kong Internat ional
Dance Camp, Sun taught Chinese
classical dance. Her work in the

camp was such a success that she is
now invited to return to Hong

Kong to teach in September this
y e a r .

Sun hardly stops for a moment.

Apart from teaching and lecturing
around the country. Sun has writ
ten a number of books and articles,

such as Training Methodologies of
Chinese Classical Dances, The Fun

damental Movements of Chinese
Classical Dances, and Textbook of
Dances for Chinese Children with a
video tape record.

" A s r e t i r e m e n t d r a w s c l o s e , "

said Sun, "I'm in a hurry to do
m o r e . "

Now, Sun is working on a Chinese
dance pro^amme for children, part
of which involves the 56-child per

forming troupe going to the United
S t a t e s .

"I'm looking forward to this op

portunity of exchanging my ideas
and thoughts wi th Amer ican
dancers and to do my best to pro
m o t e a e s t h e t i c e d u c a t i o n f o r o u r

c h i l d r e n .

Professor Sun Guangyan trains children to dance.


