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Five Chinese v io l in is ts , a l l women, have arr ived in New York

to tour the city's musical institutions under the auspices of

Columbia University's Center for United States-China Arts Exchange.

Three of the group are distinguished professors at prominent

Chinese music schools and two are talented yo\ing students. The

students, who have received scholarships to study in the United

States, were selected on the basis of auditions held in China last

year by renowned American violin teacher Dorothy DeLay. Ms. DeLay's

v i s i t t o C h i n a w a s a l s o s p o n s o r e d b y t h e C e n t e r .

Center Director Chou Wen-chung, professor of music at Coltimbia

and v ice dean o f i t s Schoo l o f the Ar ts , the Center 's admin is t ra t ive

base, said that "Although it is merely happenstance that all the

violinists are women, the group's composition does point out that

more and more women in China are taking up the study of Western

m u s i c . "

The teachers are Yu Lina and Ding Zhinuo, both of the Shanghai

Conservatory of Music and members of the internationally acclaimed

Shanghai Conservatory Women's Quartet, and Huang Xiaozhi of the

Centra l Conservatory o f Mus ic in Be i j ing.

The students, both 19 years old, are Guo Li of the Shanghai

Conservatory of Music and Yu Yen of the Hubei Arts Academy. They
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will leave for Ohio on September 13 to commence their year of study

at the Col lege Conservatory of Music in Cincinnat i with Ms. DeLay.

Professors Yu, Ding and Huang wi l l present a lecture-

demonstration at Columbia on Wednesday, September 15, at 3 P.M. in

Room 435 of Horace Mann at Broadway and 120th Street. Their

p resen ta t ion , wh ich w i l l be in Eng l i sh and open to the pub l i c , w i l l

show the elements of Chinese music present in representative Western-

style works by Chinese composers.

Whi le in New York the group wi l l v is i t the major musical

i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d s c h o o l s i n t h e c i t y a n d w i l l a l s o t r a v e l t o t h e

State University of New York at Purchase to observe classes and meet

w i t h m u s i c e d u c a t o r s . B e f o r e t h e i r a r r i v a l i n N e w Yo r k , t h e y

attended the Aspen Music Festival in Colorado, where they presented

a c o n c e r t a n d a l e c t u r e - d e m o n s t r a t i o n .

On September 26 the teachers wil l begin an extensive tour of

music schools and conservatories in New England, the Midwest, the

S o u t h w e s t a n d C a l i f o r n i a . A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e i r t o u r o n

October 30, Yu Lina and Huang Xiaozhi wil l leave for China, and

Ding Zhinuo wi l l re turn to New York for a year 's s tay as a v is i t ing

scholar. Under sponsorship by the Chinese government, Ms. Ding wi l l

o b s e r v e m u s i c a l a c t i v i t i e s a n d a u d i t c l a s s e s i n t h e N e w Y o r k a r e a .

The v io l in is ts ' v is i t has been made poss ib le in par t by a grant

from Mrs. George D. O'Nei l l .

The Center for United States-China Arts Exchange is a nat ional

o r g a n i z a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 9 7 8 t o p r o m o t e a n d f a c i l i t a t e e x c h a n g e s

o f m a t e r i a l s a n d s p e c i a l i s t s i n t h e a r t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s .

For add i t i ona l i n fo rmat ion , con tac t the Cen te r ' s p rogram coord ina to r.

May Wu, at the School of the Arts, Columbia University, New York,
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